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What is news literacy?
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News literacy is the ability to …

• Determine what is credible and what is not.

• Use the standards of authoritative, fact-based 
journalism in deciding what to trust, what to 
share and what to act on.

• Interact with news and other information in 
ways that promote engaged participation in 
civic life.



Why news literacy matters
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News literacy skills apply to 
the content and the source of 
information – not the platform.
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What will you find if you search for these claims?



Can you tell the difference 
between fact and fiction?



Essential news literacy skills



Slow down; recognize 
your emotional responses.
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• Misinformation manipulates 
our emotions.

• Emotional response 
overrides rational thought.

• Adolescents and elderly are 
especially vulnerable.



Differentiate news 
from opinion.
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News vs. opinion

• News: Information that informs you, through fair 
and impartial reporting, about local, national and 
international events, issues and people of significance 
or of interest. 

• Opinion: Information intended to share an opinion or 
perspective and, often, to try to persuade you to 
adopt or support a specific point of view about an issue 
or subject.
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Is this news or 
opinion?
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Is this news or 
opinion?
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Recognizing opinion

• Look for key words: “opinion,” “commentary,” 
“editorial.”

• Look for first-person statements by the author 
(this does not include quotes from others).

• Look for persuasive language.

Note: The “tone” of the text may include 
exaggeration, sarcasm, irony and superlatives.
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Key standards of quality journalism

Verification

Sourcing

Fairness

Accountability and transparency

Context



Recognize types and forms 
of bias.
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Do you perceive bias in this headline?

“USS Theodore Roosevelt 
commander relieved of duty”
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Is this more biased, less biased, or about the same?

“Navy removes aircraft carrier 
captain who raised alarm 

about coronavirus response”
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Is this more biased, less biased or about the same?

“Commander of aircraft carrier 
hit by coronavirus removed for 

‘poor judgment’ after 
sounding alarm”
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Rank these from most to least biased:

1. “USS Theodore Roosevelt commander 
relieved of duty”

2. “Navy removes aircraft carrier captain who 
raised alarm about coronavirus response”

3. “Commander of aircraft carrier hit by 
coronavirus removed for ‘poor judgment’ 
after sounding alarm”
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Questions of bias

• Are these all straight news pieces from 
standards-based news organizations?

• Are these accurate/factual headlines?
• Can we clearly explain which type of bias 

we perceive?
• Are we projecting our own biases?
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Sources for these headlines (all straight news):

“USS Theodore Roosevelt commander 
relieved of duty”
“Navy removes aircraft carrier captain 
who raised alarm about coronavirus 
response”
“Commander of aircraft carrier hit by 
coronavirus removed for ‘poor judgment’ 
after sounding alarm”
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We might be tempted to rely on charts like these:
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Efficacy of these charts for determining bias in news

• These charts often reflect the orientation of opinion 
writers/commentators and the perceptions held by the 
general public.

• Some sources focus almost entirely on commentary, 
opinion or propaganda.

• These charts are highly subjective/debatable when it 
comes to straight news.

• They may even over-simplify a complex issue and 
discourage critical evaluation.



Evaluate posts for evidence.
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Does this post 
provide evidence 
to support its 
claim?
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Does this post 
provide evidence 
to support its 
claim?
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Questions for evaluating evidence

• What/who is the source of the claim? 
– Is the source credible?

• What evidence is there to support the claim? 
– What is the source of the evidence? 

– Is that source credible?

• Is there a clear connection between the evidence and the 
claim?

• Does the evidence prove the claim?



Fact-check using lateral 
reading.
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Tips for effective lateral reading

• Use effective search strategies and tools.

• Exercise click restraint; review results carefully.

• Select sources that seem relevant and reliable.

• Evaluate the information and sources you find.

• Keep searching until you are confident.



The News Literacy Project



Fact-check using 
reverse image search.
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Reverse image search

• Specialized search that matches pixel patterns.

• Matching and “similar” images in results.

• Three key tools: Google, TinEye, Yandex.

• Multiple ways to search.

NOTE: Results must be evaluated carefully 
just like with lateral reading.
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Recognize satire.
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Satire is a type of misinformation.

• Humor is an emotional response.

• Even well-labeled satire is often shared out of 
context or plagiarized.

• “I was just kidding” user-generated posts can go 
viral.

• Verification of content and source is the same as 
other forms of misinformation.



Questions for exploration
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How do these apply to our social media feeds?

• Slow down; check 
emotions.

• Differentiate news from 
opinion.

• Understand types and 
forms of bias.

• Evaluate sources for 
evidence.

• Fact-check using lateral 
reading.

• Fact-check using reverse 
image search.

• Recognize satire.
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How would you talk to your kids about these?

• Slow down; check 
emotions.

• Differentiate news from 
opinion.

• Understand types and 
forms of bias.

• Evaluate sources for 
evidence.

• Fact-check using lateral 
reading.

• Fact-check using reverse 
image search.

• Recognize satire.
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How can we model these for family and friends?

• Slow down; check 
emotions.

• Differentiate news from 
opinion.

• Understand types and 
forms of bias.

• Evaluate sources for 
evidence.

• Fact-check using lateral 
reading.

• Fact-check using reverse 
image search.

• Recognize satire.
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News literacy is an essential life skill.
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News literacy 
is an essential 

life skill.

1. Information is the basis for civic 
literacy, agency and action.
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News literacy 
is an essential 

life skill.

1. Information is the basis for civic 
literacy, agency and action.

2. We interact daily with the largest 
and most complex information 
landscape in human history.
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News literacy 
is an essential 

life skill.

1. Information is the basis for civic 
literacy, agency and action.

2. We interact daily with the largest 
and most complex information 
landscape in human history.

3. Looking critically at the information 
we share and the sources we use 
can help slow the spread of 
misinformation.



Q & A time!
(then I’ll share resources)
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resources
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News Literacy Professional Development Series

What it means to be ‘news-literate’

Exploring the misinformation landscape

Is it legit? Teaching digital verification to 
spark news literacy learning

Understanding bias: A nuanced approach to 
a vital news literacy topic
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News Literacy Professional Development Series

Register free:

https://bit.ly/maynewslitpd
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https://newslit.org/coronavirus
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For educators: https://get.checkology.org



The News Literacy Project



The News Literacy Project



The News Literacy Project

Check it out at
newslit.org/educators/sift/

Real-time teachable moments
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Your feedback is appreciated!

We use it to improve our professional development 
offerings.

NOTE: The link is case-sensitive.

http://bit.ly/NLPpdsurvey



/TheNewsLiteracyProject @NewsLitProject @NewsLitProject

@NewsLitProjectLinkedIn.com/company/the-news-literacy-project

Thank you for joining us today


