
News goggles
AP wildfire story
Sept. 14, 2020



2The News Literacy Project |              @NewsLitProject

First things first

• Be sure to view these slides in presentation mode.
• Suzannah and Hannah, former reporters who work at NLP, are 

going to help you examine this topic through journalists’ eyes. 

https://newslit.org/about/team/#staff-suzannah-gonzales
https://newslit.org/about/team/#staff-hannah-covington
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First things first. . .

The Big Picture

• Read the original story 

• Use these slides to guide your reading

• Be sure to view slides in 
presentation mode

• Download our full annotations in Microsoft 
Word

Lingo List

Journalists have their own vocabulary. 
Here’s this week’s newsroom lingo.

• Lede: The opening paragraph(s) of a 
story. Pronounced “lead.”

• Pickup: Information “picked up” from 
another news organization. Reporters try 
to confirm this information firsthand. 

• Graf: Short for “paragraph.”

• AP: Short for “Associated Press.”

http://archive.is/wm4RB
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uN4ykJgFzDnQzSg1SJSP2_kAxXLVOUhZ/view?emci=baa64da1-d7f6-ea11-99c3-00155d039e74&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
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What to look for

1.The lede: How does the AP begin this story?

2.The sources: Who are the “authorities” referenced?

3.The debate: Some argue that all wildfire coverage should 
directly mention climate change. Can you spot any direct 
references to climate change in this story?



The lede
How does this story begin?
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Each article begins with 
a "lede."

A good lede (pronounced “lead”) should 
provide the most important and 

newsworthy information from the get-go. 
This lede highlights the impact of the 

wildfire, including the death toll.



The sources
Who are the “authorities” mentioned in the 
second paragraph?
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But who are these 
"authorities"? Grab your 
news goggles! Let's read 
more and try to figure it 

out.

The information here is 
attributed to “authorities.”
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Here are some of the 
sources quoted as 

authorities.

Remember: good journalism attributes 
information to sources — people or entities in a 

position to know the information provided. 
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Pause: What’s a pickup? Here’s another 
authority.

But note: Journalists would say that this information was “picked up” — or, 
picked up from reporting by another news organization. By citing the Bay 
Area News Group, AP is making clear where this information came from 
(again, being transparent). News organizations ideally want to use their 

own reporting to distinguish their work from other, competing news 
organizations so an outlet’s journalists may be chasing this information to 
confirm it. If they get their own confirmation, they typically would update 

the sourcing to reflect that in a later version of the story. Picking up 
information from another standards-based news organization is a fast way 

to get pertinent information to readers.



The debate
Some argue that “climate change” should appear in every 
story about wildfires. Let’s examine how the AP handled 
this debate.
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This paragraph links to a separate AP 
story about wildfires and climate 
change.

Some argue that all wildfire 
coverage should mention 
climate change directly to be 
sure people understand its 
connections to events like 
these and the potential 
impact. Do you agree with 
AP's approach here?
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Note

As one of the examples in this week's Viral rumor rundown explains, even as news 
organizations like the AP were working to provide the public with verified, fact-based 
information about the fires, others online were spreading misinformation. See: 

● "As wildfires rage, false antifa rumors spur pleas from police"  (Brandy Zadrozny and 
Ben Collins, NBC News).  

● “False Rumors That Activists Set Wildfires Exasperate Officials”  (Kate Conger, 
Davey Alba and Mike Baker, The New York Times).

● “Facebook says it’s removing false claims about who started Oregon wildfires”  
(Kelly Murray, Donie O’Sullivan and Hollie Silverman, CNN Business).

https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/security/west-coast-officials-are-already-fighting-wildfires-now-theyre-fighting-n1239881
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/10/us/antifa-wildfires.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/09/12/business/facebook-oregon-wildfire-false-claims/index.html
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News goggles: next steps

Discuss: The story begins by spotlighting 
the death toll from the wildfire. Is this 
sensationalizing? Why would leading with 
human loss be important? Consider what 
makes a story newsworthy and what 
information is the most important for the 
public to know. Do you agree that every 
news report about wildfires should mention 
that climate change makes them more 
common and severe? Is doing so showing 
bias about a controversial issue, or is it an 
example of protecting the public’s interest 
in a fair and accurate way?

Idea: Review the sources used in this AP 
report. Are the sources diverse? Why or why 
not? Do you think including diverse sources 
(in terms of age, gender, race, economic 
background, etc.) affects the news coverage 
in any way? If so, how?

Resource: “Understanding Bias” (NLP’s 
Checkology® virtual classroom).

https://checkology.org/demo/lesson/247bdc7d4ad1e40a36f4b9ae4d789baa64a7d137
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