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News Goggles
What role does data play in journalism? 

In this document you’ll find:
● Teacher directions for this lesson.
● Editable student pages.
● An answer key for the student pages.

Teacher directions:
1. Make sure each student has a copy of the featured story. (Please note: Article is paywall-free 

until May 11 but might require an email address to access. Consider printing it immediately.) 
Students will need it as they work through the viewing guide. 

Note: Your students should read or skim the entire article first to get a general sense of 
what it’s about before digging deeper into questions in the viewing guide.

2. Distribute student copies of the viewing guide in this document (pages 2-8).
3. Conclusion: Have students use their notes from this viewing guide to brainstorm a response to the 

essential lesson question. Then, discuss as a class. To extend this question further, have students 
develop their thoughts in several paragraphs or an essay.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.sfchronicle.com/projects/2023/uc-admissions-acceptance-rates/?utm_source%3Dmarketing%26utm_medium%3Dcopy-url-link%26utm_campaign%3Darticle-share%26hash%3DaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2ZjaHJvbmljbGUuY29tL3Byb2plY3RzLzIwMjMvdWMtYWRtaXNzaW9ucy1hY2NlcHRhbmNlLXJhdGVzLw%3D%3D%26time%3DMTY4MjY1MzkxMTcwOQ%3D%3D%26rid%3DZWY4NmZkODEtZGYyYy00YzEzLThiZDctNGRmNGE4NDAxOTcx%26sharecount%3DMQ%3D%3D&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1682690415693906&usg=AOvVaw17zRuPvJwMm5d_77_T3LLN
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What role does data play in journalism?

Featured Video: “News Goggles: Nami Sumida, San Francisco Chronicle.” 

Featured Text: “Charts show UC admissions rates for every high school in California” 
(Nami Sumida, San Francisco Chronicle). (Please note: Article is 
paywall-free until May 11, but might require an email address to access.)

Directions:  
1. Read the featured text.
2. Watch the featured video, using this viewing guide to take notes about how Nami Sumida uses 

data in her reporting.
3. Explain the role data plays in journalism.

Resource Connection Tip: Complete Making Sense of Data in Checkology® for relevant insights.

What is Sumida’s role at the San Francisco Chronicle?

What are some examples of data?

PART A: Introduction to Nami Sumida and data

* data: numbers that measure or document something in the material world. Data is often presented as raw 
numbers, statistics or percentages.

https://newslit.org/educators/resources/news-goggles-nami-sumida-san-francisco-chronicle/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.sfchronicle.com/projects/2023/uc-admissions-acceptance-rates/?utm_source%3Dmarketing%26utm_medium%3Dcopy-url-link%26utm_campaign%3Darticle-share%26hash%3DaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2ZjaHJvbmljbGUuY29tL3Byb2plY3RzLzIwMjMvdWMtYWRtaXNzaW9ucy1hY2NlcHRhbmNlLXJhdGVzLw%3D%3D%26time%3DMTY4MjY1MzkxMTcwOQ%3D%3D%26rid%3DZWY4NmZkODEtZGYyYy00YzEzLThiZDctNGRmNGE4NDAxOTcx%26sharecount%3DMQ%3D%3D&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1682690415693906&usg=AOvVaw17zRuPvJwMm5d_77_T3LLN
https://get.checkology.org/lesson/making-sense-of-data/


Where does a lot of data that Sumida uses in her work come from?

1.

2.

3.

What is the role of data in Sumida’s journalism?

What advice does Sumida give for evaluating data? Fill in the blanks.

1. Consider the ______________________________:
 

→ ___________ was the data collected?

→ ___________ was included in the data?

→ Are any _____________________________________ not included in the data?

2. Remember: All data is inevitably ______________, but it can still be useful.

Why are transparency and methodology important in data journalism? How does Sumida incorporate 
transparency in her work?

PART B: Data in journalism



What is data visualization, and what purpose does it serve?

How does Sumida use data visualization in her UC admissions story?

What is Sumida’s process for creating a data visualization or interactive graphic? Fill in the blanks.

1. First, Sumida thinks about the ___________  she wants to communicate. Is it a certain trend, the 
existence of outliers, or is it that one number is bigger than the other number?

2. These questions help Sumida determine __________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________  

3. She considers what is the simplest and most complex chart she can make, and then determines if it 
is worth making a very complex chart.

(To address the limitations to most data sets, Sumida is careful in describing the data. There are often a lot 
of notes in her charts to be transparent about what is or is not included.)

PART C: Data visualization

* data visualization: a way of displaying data visually — such as with a graph or chart — to make particular 
changes, trends or comparisons easier for people to notice and understand



Conclusion: Explain the role data plays in journalism. Use evidence from all parts of this 
viewing guide to support your answer.

Challenge: Using the screenshots provided in the following pages, analyze the data 
visualizations from Sumida’s recent story on San Francisco’s public libraries. (Note: Full 
article is behind a paywall.) How is the data displayed? What main insights is each data 
set communicating?

https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/sf-residents-public-libraries-17670292.php
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Featured Video: “News Goggles: Nami Sumida, San Francisco Chronicle.” 

Featured Text: “Charts show UC admissions rates for every high school in California” 
(Nami Sumida, San Francisco Chronicle). (Please note: Article is temporarily 
paywall-free but might require an email address to access.)

Directions:  
1. Read the featured text.
2. Watch the featured video, using this viewing guide to take notes about how Nami Sumida uses 

data in her reporting.
3. Explain the role data plays in journalism.

Resource Connection Tip: Complete Making Sense of Data in Checkology® for relevant insights.

What is Sumida’s role at the San Francisco Chronicle?
Sumida is a data visualization developer at the San Francisco Chronicle. She uses charts, maps and other 
graphics to visualize different data sets. She primarily works on stories related to local government, 
elections, education and demographics, but also addresses other topics. While her focus is on data 
visualizations, she also does the data analysis, reporting and writing for most of her stories.

What are some examples of data?
Data might be presented as raw numbers, statistics or percentages. Data can include spreadsheets like 
census population numbers, demographics, reviews and other survey-related information.

PART A: Introduction to Nami Sumida and data

* data: numbers that measure or document something in the material world. Data is often presented as raw 
numbers, statistics or percentages.

https://newslit.org/educators/resources/news-goggles-nami-sumida-san-francisco-chronicle/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.sfchronicle.com/projects/2023/uc-admissions-acceptance-rates/?utm_source%3Dmarketing%26utm_medium%3Dcopy-url-link%26utm_campaign%3Darticle-share%26hash%3DaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2ZjaHJvbmljbGUuY29tL3Byb2plY3RzLzIwMjMvdWMtYWRtaXNzaW9ucy1hY2NlcHRhbmNlLXJhdGVzLw%3D%3D%26time%3DMTY4MjY1MzkxMTcwOQ%3D%3D%26rid%3DZWY4NmZkODEtZGYyYy00YzEzLThiZDctNGRmNGE4NDAxOTcx%26sharecount%3DMQ%3D%3D&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1682690415693906&usg=AOvVaw17zRuPvJwMm5d_77_T3LLN
https://get.checkology.org/lesson/making-sense-of-data/


Where does a lot of data that Sumida uses in her work come from?

1. Open data portals

2. Census data

3. Election data

What is the role of data in Sumida’s journalism?
Data plays a central role. The story idea can come out of data; she might find a data set she thinks is 
interesting or worth sharing. Other times there might be something she’s curious about and she uses data to 
see if a trend actually is true or quantifiable in some way. It works as one piece, or source, of reporting. 

What advice does Sumida give for evaluating data? Fill in the blanks.

1. Consider the methodology:
 

→ How was the data collected?

→ Who was included in the data?

→ Are any categories or groups not included in the data?

2. Remember: All data is inevitably limited, but it can still be useful.

Why are transparency and methodology important in data journalism? How does Sumida incorporate 
transparency in her work?
Transparency and methodology are important in data journalism because the conclusions journalists can 
draw may differ if they’re not clear about what data they’re using and how they got a certain number. 

Sumida tries to explain in simple terms how she did a complex statistical analysis. A lot of her stories have 
some sort of visualization that displays all the data. She does this for two reasons: She wants people to 
explore the data on their own and she wants to be transparent.

PART B: Data in journalism



What is data visualization, and what purpose does it serve?
Data visualization shows data in a visual form. It can be a lot of things: charts, maps, graphics and 
infographics, for example. It is a good way to show a certain trend; sometimes it’s easier to show a main 
insight through a chart rather than write about it. 

How does Sumida use data visualization in her UC admissions story?
Sumida makes her data interactive. At the top is a scatter plot that shows, in general, private schools have 
higher application rates. But people can use the search bar to type in their high school and see the results.

What is Sumida’s process for creating a data visualization or interactive graphic? Fill in the blanks.

1. First, Sumida thinks about the main insight she wants to communicate. Is it a certain trend, the 
existence of outliers, or is it that one number is bigger than the other number?

2. These questions help Sumida determine what chart type she’s going to use, such as a line chart or 
bar chart. 

3. She considers what is the simplest and most complex chart she can make, and then determines if it 
is worth making a very complex chart.

(To address the limitations to most data sets, Sumida is careful in describing the data. There are often a lot 
of notes in her charts to be transparent about what is or is not included.)

PART C: Data visualization

* data visualization: a way of displaying data visually — such as with a graph or chart — to make particular 
changes, trends or comparisons easier for people to notice and understand



Conclusion: Explain the role data plays in journalism. Use evidence from all parts of this 
viewing guide to support your answer.

Answers will vary. Be sure students incorporate key ideas from various points in this viewing 
guide.

Challenge: Using the screenshots provided in the following pages, analyze the data 
visualizations from Sumida’s recent story on San Francisco’s public libraries. (Note: Full 
article is behind a paywall.) How is the data displayed? What main insights is each data 
set communicating?

https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/sf-residents-public-libraries-17670292.php

